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The Annual Meeting will be held on January 

24th. Lunch will be served following the 
11:00 a.m. Worship Service and the Annual 

Meeting will immediately follow.   
A luncheon ham & rolls will be provided by 

the Council.    
The congregation is asked to bring a side dish or dessert.  

Last name A-L   Dessert   
Last name M-Z  Side Dish  

     
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

New giving envelopes will be 
available the last week of 

December.   
PLEASE USE ONLY THE 2010 

ENVELOPES starting in 
January, the numbers have 

changed. 

COUNCIL VACANCIES 
There will be a total of 4 openings on 
the council.  Those interested in this 
important, interesting ministry can 

contact Heather Geiger, Claudia Leake, 
Pastor Bill or any council member. 

 

CONGREGATION DISCUSSIONS 
 

There is some input regarding more 
discussion regarding the ELCA vote 

before the February meeting.  There will 
be opportunities for individuals to meet on 

Sunday afternoons at 2:00 p.m. starting 
January 3rd.  The format of these meetings 

will be flexible based on the needs of 
those attending. 

 

MANIC MONDAY POSITION 
Natasha’s school schedule will not allow her to supervise Manic 
Monday after January 18th.  Pastor will announce the opening at 
this Sunday’s service and put an announcement in the newsletter.  
This position is paid through the Belgrade Commitment to Youth 
fund.  Further information is available from Natasha or Pastor Bill 

CHRISTIKON 
SUMMER POSITIONS 

 
CHRISTIKON IS LOOKING FOR 
SUMMER STAFF, age 19 and up: 

Share something of yourself. 
Discover something of yourself. 
Grow in faith and faithfulness. 

There's a lot in store for you, and for 
others. Check out the possibilities 
at www.christikon.org (click on 

"summer employment"). 
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A Word from A Word from A Word from A Word from PastorPastorPastorPastor Bill Bill Bill Bill    
 
Brothers and Sisters in Christ,   
 
I was looking through the Calvin and Hobbes books in my office for an idea to help me write the 
January Newsletter Article, strange place to look I know, but I did find the following.   
 
One for New Years, 1994, has Calvin and Hobbes walking in the snow talking.  Hobbes says, "Are you making any 
Resolutions for the New Year?"  Calvin replies, "Nope!  I want everything to stay the same as it was THIS year."   
 
Hobbes scratches his chin and asks, "Everything?"   
 
Calvin replies, "Right. This year was lousy, but at least it's familiar.  I hate change!  It's too disruptive!  When things are 
different, you have to think about the change and deal with it!  I like things to stay the same, so I can take everything for 
granted.  Besides things keep changing for the WORSE!  The longer I live, the more complicated everything gets!  I say let's 
stop HERE before life gets any harder!  From now on, NO MORE CHANGE!"   
 
In the next two frames Calvin and Hobbes are just standing still with arms crossed.  In the last long frame they are running 
through the snow, Calvin says, "I am bored, let's do something different."   Hobbes, looking down at Calvin says, "Some 
things don't change."   
 
The strip for New Years, 1995, has them walking through the snow as well.  Hobbes asks, "How are you doing on your New 
Year's Resolution?"  To which Calvin replies, "I didn't make any.  See in order to improve oneself, one must have some idea 
of what's "GOOD."  That implies certain values.  But as we all know, values are relative.  Every system of belief is equally 
valid and we need to tolerate diversity.  Virtue isn't "BETTER" than vice.  It’s just different."   
 
As they continue walking Hobbes says, "I don't know if I can tolerate that much tolerance."   
 
Calvin replies, "I refuse to be victimized by notions of virtuous behavior."   
 
Well, both of those strips speak to the coming New Year - 2010.   
 
Change is going to happen.   
 
Perhaps we hate the change, perhaps we don't want the change, perhaps we don't want to think about the change, perhaps we 
don't want to deal with the change, but change will happen none the less.   
 
We like life to be simple, uncomplicated, not messy - easier than harder.  But, if we get bored, we are off to find something 
different to do.  And notions of virtuous behavior, well they just might be construed as victimizing thoughts, perpetrated upon 
people inside and outside the church.   
 
Everyone ought to be able to do whatever it is that pleases them and no one should be able to voice a corrective word.   
 
But, then again, isn't that the problem we see in our society?  If we are not allowed to voice a corrective word, tyranny 
happens in families, on school buses, in class rooms, on play grounds, and then on into adult life.   
 
Jesus says to the woman caught in adultery, "Neither do I condemn you.  Go your way, and from now on do not sin again."  
John8:11. 
 
Words of forgiveness spoken, along with words, that I believe, carry the notion of future virtuous behavior.  And I believe 
Jesus meant them to be Freeing Words rather than Victimizing Words.   
 
God's Grace and Peace be with all of you,   
 
Pastor Bill.   
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Ministry  

Teams  

  
10:00 a.m. 

 January 3 Evangelical Lutheran Service #3 

 Organ Karen Duffey 

Acolyte Liane Pipinich 

Lector/Usher/Refreshments Judi Beagley & 
Marilyn Megaard 

  
8:30 a.m. 

 
11:00 a.m. 

January 10 Sing A New Song Service of the Word 

Piano/Organ  Karen Duffey 

Acolyte Abigail Ross Veronica Malby 

Lector/Usher/Refreshments Debra Durham &  
Gretchen Carrels 

Paul & Gayle Clifford 

   

January 17 Chosen People – Dakota Road Service of the Word 

Piano  Virginia Sorensen 

Acolyte Liane Pipinich Luke Simonson 

Lector/Usher/Refreshments Mike & Vickie Streich 
Matt 

Ritt & Roxanne Hoblitt 

   

January 24 Evangelical Lutheran Service #3 A Celebration of Grace 
(Country Gospel) 

Organ Karen Duffey  

Acolyte Justis Micech Dylan Bell 

Lector/Usher/Refreshments Trisha Severson 
LD & Joey 

Paul & Sandra Joubert 

   

January 31 Evangelical Lutheran Service #10 Service of the Word 

Piano/Organ Virginia Sorensen Karen Duffey 

Acolyte Mathew Mitchell Nathan Ross. 

Lector/Usher/Refreshments Andrew Mitchell & Debra Briggs 
Morgan 

Fred & Kari Haas 
Kirk 

   

Offering Counters Debra Briggs & Gretchen Carrels   

Altar Guild Jodi Robbins, Carol White, 
Audrey Vitarius & Nancy Vitarius  
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FebruaryFebruaryFebruaryFebruary        Ministry Ministry Ministry Ministry 
TeamTeamTeamTeam    

In January a council member  
will be calling the following  

February Ministry Team Members: 
 
Vern & Carol Albertson 
Lisa Duffey 
Pr. Bill & Karen Duffey 
Art & Trish Baker 
Roy Finkbeiner 
Mike & Sandra Germann 
John & Wynne Gillis 
Travis & Jodi Kabalin 
Ron Laden 
Dave & Lori Lanzendorf 
Joseph & Danna Micech 
Bill & Linda Miller  
Jim & Shirlie Moss 
Larry & Diane Oddy 
Troy & Megan Paulson 
Nick & Dawn Pipinich 
Tim & Leann Pipinich 
Bud & Barb Ray 
Mark & Laurie Salo 
Steve & Tiina Smith 
Audrey Vitarius 
Nancy Vitarius 
Bob & Carol White 

  

 

Elizabeth Harber is in the Elizabeth Harber is in the Elizabeth Harber is in the Elizabeth Harber is in the 
nursery nursery nursery nursery from 8:15 a.m. to from 8:15 a.m. to from 8:15 a.m. to from 8:15 a.m. to 
12:15 p.m. 12:15 p.m. 12:15 p.m. 12:15 p.m. The nursery is The nursery is The nursery is The nursery is 
located in the basement at located in the basement at located in the basement at located in the basement at 

the north end of the the north end of the the north end of the the north end of the bubububuilding. ilding. ilding. ilding.     

    
    
BAPTISMS FOR JANUARY 
 
Remember your Baptism – 
whether walking in the rain or in 
the shower.  Members that 
have been baptized in January. 
 

 Connie Holton 
1 Paul Joubert 

Tamara Marks 
Christopher Ranney 
Reed Simonson 

3 Suzanne Fischer 
6 Barb Ray 
8 Benjamin Alberts 

11 Kevin Mattson 
14 Lisa Duffey 
15 Jessica Roesener 
19 Lakotah Erickson 
27 Roxanne Hoblitt 

 
 

THANK YOU! 
If you would like to show your thanks for 

something in the next newsletter, please fill 

out a “I give thanks to” sheet and place  

it in the Give Thanks boxes that are located 

on the counter in the back of the Sanctuary  

and on a table in the Fellowship Hall.  

 

  To Heather Geiger for the wonderful Sunday School 
Christmas Program 

 An MM-MM-GOOD THANK YOU to the people 
who brought the MM-MM-GOOD SOUPS AND 
BREADS and all else to the Wednesday 
evening Advent Soup Suppers! 

 
 

 
 

    
    

The Prayer Ventures for  
January are available at: 

http://archive.elca.org/prayerventures/2010/january11.pdf 

 

Financial Report ending 11-30-2009 
 

General Fund Balance 11/01/09 $ 4,484.08 
General Fund   
  Envelopes & Plates 12,445.75 
 
Total funds available 16,929.83 
   Less expenditure - 11,549.78 
   Transfer to Building Fund -612.50 
   2009 Accrued payroll taxes not yet paid -727.38 
                                                                   $ 4,040.17 

 
General Fund Balance as of November 30th  

 $ 4,040.17 
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January 3 – 2nd Sunday of Christmas 
FIRST READING – Jeremiah 31:7-14 
PSALM – Psalm 147:12-20 
SECOND READING – Ephesians 1:3-14 
GOSPEL- John 1:1-18  
 
January 10 – Baptism of Our Lord 
FIRST READING – Isaiah 43:1-7 
PSALM – Psalm 29 
SECOND READING –    Acts 8:14-17 
GOSPEL- Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
 
January 17 – 2nd Sunday after Epiphany 
FIRST READING – Isaiah 62:1-5 
PSALM – Psalm 36:5-10 
SECOND READING – 1 Corinthians 12:1-11 
GOSPEL- John 2:1-11 
  
January 24 – 3rd Sunday after Epiphany 
FIRST READING – Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 
PSALM – Psalm 19 
SECOND READING – 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a 
GOSPEL- Luke 4:14-21 
 
January 31 – 4th Sunday after Epiphany 
FIRST READING – Jeremiah 1:4-10 
PSALM – Psalm 71:1-6 
SECOND READING – 1 Corinthians 13:1-13  
GOSPEL- Luke 4:21-30 
 
    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

FOR JANUARY 

1 Melissa Finkbeiner 
4 Linda Roesener 

Christo Spartas 
6 Chad & Amber VanLuchene 
8 Jennifer Smith 

Dawson Davis 
9 Larry & Diane Oddy 

Jodi Robbins 
10 John Board 

Sarah Palakovich 
Lindsey Kurpil 

13 Paul & Sandra Joubert 
Tim Pipinich 
Matthew Mitchell 

14  Ashlyn Swenson 
16 Marisa Rathbun 
18 Audrey Vitarius 
19 Robin Lennemann 

Russel Fox 
20 Jodi Roesener 
21 Roy Bray 
26 John Gillis 

Jeff Bell 
Kris Bell 

27 Shawna Smith 
29 Lisa Moellenkamp 
30 Bob Coughlin 
31 Kal Wubben 

 
 

 
 

If your birthday or anniversary isn’t listed or has the wrong date, 
please contact the church office so that it can be corrected on 
the church records.  plchurch1001@qwestoffice.net  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Special Donations  
      Fund Balance 01/01/09 $  5,402.25 
Special Donations 5,472.73 
Special Fund Disbursements - 3,119.63 
Special Donations  
       Fund Balance 11/30/09 $ 7,755.35 
 
Building Fund Balance 01/01/09 $ 2,729.37 
Transfer from General Fund 3,662.50 
Transfer to General Fund -300.00 
Building Fund Donations 0.00 
Building Fund Disbursements 0.00 
Building Fund Balance 11/30/09  $ 6,091.87 
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PEACEPEACEPEACEPEACE        LUTHERANLUTHERANLUTHERANLUTHERAN        LILILILIBRARYBRARYBRARYBRARY 
  . 
The year 2010 in Peace Library is full of wishes:  
 
-----more members ‘crowding’ into the Library to browse and check out the 
books 
-----a better way to have the books arranged for everyone to find what they want/need 
-----a more expedient method for checking out and checking in our books 
-----a successful ‘magnetic field’ to draw in more members, especially men, to request, read, and reform  
 our resources 
-----a continuance of the members, especially women, who are reading these inspiring books 
-----more books and money donations to bring our book inventory up-to-date and to fill the needs for  
 requested books 
-----‘ways and means’ to involve more teens in our Library 
 
These are wishes, but also goals that have been fulfilled in part.  However, the Peace Library certainly isn’t 
‘so good that it can’t get better’!   We praise and pray that these goals will happen in 2010! 
 
A BIG THANK YOU to Joe and Jodi Robbins, Diane Oddy, and, of course, Anonymous, for their donations 
to Peace Library! 
 
As we start 2010, we sometimes come to a close on our daily devotional books and are looking for a new 
book to start reading.  Instead of buying a new one, how about a “NEW” book in the devotional wicker 
basket on the Library table?  You can give a devotional book that you are done with—to the box and 
choose a “NEW’ one take.  You do not have to give a book to take, just come and look through them and 
take one!   This is a refreshing-reusing-replaying-reviving-retrieving-renewing way to read the 
Christian message. 

 
 
 

 

Montana Communities and Wildfire Conference 

"Wildfire Preparedness: It's Your Responsibility" 

February 25-27, 2010 

Fairmont Hot Springs, MT 
  

Visit www.firesafemt.org for more information  

and to register or call 406.431.8718 
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PEACE LUTHERAN COUNCIL MEETING – December 10, 2009 minutes 
 
Present:  Joel Peterson, Bill Roesener, Rip Harber, Pastor Duffey, Debra Briggs, Tom Gruss, Gretchen Carrels,  
 Val Ross and Diane Oddy 
Absent:  Bud Ray, Natasha Harber 
 

 
Pastor Duffey led devotions. 
 
President Gretchen Carrels called the meeting to order at 7:15PM.  Joel Peterson presented a short property care report and tendered his 
resignation of the financial secretary position effective the first part of 2010.  The cleaning of the carpets has been postponed due to weather 
issues (probably rescheduled in January). 
 
Congregational concerns:  There is some input regarding more discussion regarding the ELCA vote before the February meeting.  There will 

be opportunities for individuals to meet on Sunday afternoons at 2PM starting January 3rd.  The format of these meetings will be flexible 
based on the needs of those attending. 

-Love, Inc. has asked for a special offering due to increase in need for their programs.  The council felt individual members could donate funds 
as their hearts led them. 

-The treasurer’s report was presented for approval ($4937.04 as of November 30th).  Val is still learning some of the particulars of the position 
and has some changes she may want to make.  The report was approved as written.  

-At the 2009 annual meeting there was a vote to give a percentage of our offering to the national ELCA for benevolence.  During the summer 
that giving was suspended due to decreased giving.  Since September the financial picture has been better and there was discussion 
regarding honor of the commitment we made to the ELCA at the annual meeting.  The decision was made to give benevolence to the 
ELCA per our vote at the annual meeting for the months of September through December with the exception of those individuals who 
specified either ‘no benevolence’ or ‘all benevolence’.  

-There was some discussion of the names to be put on the endowment account. 
-The 2010 budget was outlined for the annual meeting in January. 
 
Secretary’s minutes:  The minutes were presented with correction of the December Wednesday night speaker from Larry Johnson to Paul 
Thomas. Paul Joubert will continue to make the baptismal boxes.  We will pay for the boxes he has made currently and pay for the boxes when 
completed.  The minutes were approved. 
 
Pastor’s report:  There have been several letters from the synod office and Pastor urges us to keep a positive attitude. 
 
New business- 
-Worship/Music:  There will not be a barn service this Christmas.  The 6PM Christmas Eve service will be an informal guitar service in the 

fellowship hall.  There is also an 8PM service with nursery available at both.  Snacks will be served after the 6PM service.  The Christmas 
Day service will not have nursery service.  The December 27th and January 3rd Sundays will only have one service at 10AM. 

-Manic Monday:  Natasha’s school schedule will not allow her to supervise Manic Monday after January 18th.  Pastor will announce the 
opening at this Sunday’s service and put an announcement in the newsletter.  This position is paid through the Belgrade Commitment to 
Youth fund.  Further information is available from Natasha or Pastor Bill. 

-Council vacancies:  There will be a total of 5 openings on the council.  Bill Roesener has agreed to remain for another term thus reducing the 
necessary positions to 4.  Those interested in this important, interesting ministry can contact Heather Geiger, Claudia Leach, Pastor Bill or 
any council member. 

-Christmas giving tree:  There will be a ‘giving tree’ at this Sunday’s service for a family from Belgrade.  Anyone wanting to give to the 
needs of this single mom, recently returned from Iraq, with 3 children can find the tree in the fellowship hall.  Karen Duffey and Judi 
Beagley can be contacted for questions. 

-Sunday school program:  Canned goods will be collected at the Sunday school program for the food bank. 
 
Dates to remember: 
 -Next meeting – January 14th 
 -Newsletter deadline – December 17th 
 -Devotions for next meeting – Rip Harber 
 -Ministry team – Number 3 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:40PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Diane Oddy, Secretary 
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Elizabeth Coughlin is Ministry Intern for InterVarsity Christian Fellowship at the University of Colorado in Boulder.  InterVarsity is a non-
denominational Christian ministry on college and university campuses.  They build witnessing communities of students and faculty who grow in 

love for God and learn to ser him in the world.  If you would like more information about InterVarsity – Purpose Statement, Core Commitments, 

Theological Foundations or supporting an intern financially and/or prayerfully - you can visit their website www.intervarsity.org or talk to Bob 

Coughlin. 

 

 
Fall 2009 in Boulder 
 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!  I hope this Christmas Season finds you living in the joy of the day that marks 
Jesus being the hope and light of the world.  I completed my first semester as an InterVarsity Christian Fellowship 
intern at University of Colorado at Boulder.  In all honesty, in my first couple months in Boulder I doubted my decision 
to continue in campus ministry.  Being placed in a chapter plant setting required an entirely different skill set—one that 
wasn’t my natural giftedness.  I’ve been stretched in ways I never imagined.  Even though CU is a difficult place to do 
ministry, if I wasn’t placed in such a challenging environment, I wonder if I would learn and grow in the ways I have 
been experiencing.  
 
I am finishing the fall semester going into winter break leaving well and excited about the potential the spring semester 
brings, both in my ministry and personal life.  I can get so tangled up in feeling like people's salvation is my 
responsibility, so I had to understand that the changing of hearts is the work of the Holy Spirit—not my own doing.  I 
felt like if I gave the responsibility over to Jesus, I was giving up because it was too hard.  A twisted view, but 
sometimes my mere efforts just didn't seem good enough and by saying that God rejoices in our efforts felt like I was 
trying to make myself feel better.  Trusting God with more responsibility freed up my emotions, so I can find joy and 
life in ministry again! 
 
I think the renewed look at CU isn’t because I have seen a lot of improvement in numbers or potential leaders, but I 
have changed the way I view my intern experience with InterVarsity at CU Boulder.  I’m able to appreciate the chapter 
for what it is, rather than always wanting to change CU into what I wish it were. The numbers haven’t grown much, but 
I strongly feel that we are building momentum for something great to emerge.  Because getting students involved is 
difficult, it allows the student leaders and myself to be refined and shaped more in the image of God in the process.  
When every excuse is used for reasons why not to attend bible study, it forces me to look at the core of why I want 
students to come.  In the search for the answer to this question, God gently brought to the surface ways that I seek 
satisfaction from people, when instead he wants me to look up to Him for true satisfaction.  I never realized how much 
I care what people think of me, until I started leading things where people didn’t show up.  It’s been a tough yet 
beautiful refining process Jesus is leading me through.  
 
I committed to attending a church also, which I think is a large part of my new found joy in Boulder.  I wanted students 
to choose InterVarsity, but yet I wasn’t committing to a church in my own life.  There have been a lot of similar 
situations like this where I am reminded that I need to “walk the talk”.  Needless to say, I have since now found a 
church that is a good fit for me at this time, and I connected to a women’s bible study too where I have found a new 
friend:)  
 
Thank you for your partnership with me through your finances and prayers.  Please know, that you play a HUGE role 
in my ministry, and I am honored that you want to be a part of it. 
 
With joy this Christmas season, 
 
Liz 


